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who still insisted upon one of the two exjgedtents; and so
this difference broke out into a long and obstinate war,
maintained on the one part by resolution, and by the
courage of certain leaders and allies; but, on the other, by
5 the greatness of their number, upon all defeats affording
continual recruits. In this quarrel whole rivulets of ink
; have been exhausted, and the virulence of both parties enor-
mously augmented."? Now, it must here be understood, that
ink is the great missive weapon in all battles of the learned,
10 which, conveyed through a sort of engine called a, quill,
infinite numbers of these are darted at the enemy, by the
valiant on each side, with equal skill and violence, as if it
were an engagement of porcupines. JThis malignant liquor
was compounded, by the engineer who invented it, of two
*5 ingredients, which are, gall and copperas; by its .bitterness
and venom to suit, in some degree, as well as to foment,
the genius of the combatants.'';, And, as the Grecians\ after
an engagement, when they could not agree about the
~ victory, were wont to set up trophies on both sides, the
20 beaten party being content to be at the same expense, to
keep itself in countenance J (a laudable and ancient custom,
happily revived of late, in the art of war;) so the learned,
after a sharp and bloody dispute, do, on both sides, hang
out their trophies too, whichever comes by the worst.
35 These trophies have largely inscribed on them the merits of
the cause; a full impartial account of such a battle, and
how the victory fell clearly to the party that set them up.
They are known to the world under several names: as,
disputes, arguments, rejoinders, brief considerations, answers,
30 replies, remarks, reflections, objections, confutations. For
a very few days they are fixed up in all public places, either
by themselves or their representatives1, for passengers to
1 Their title-pages.